
 

Single Stream Recycling 
 

Collecting recycling and trash together began in the 1990s and became popular 
because it made life easier for the consumer. Today, many municipalities, including 
several in the up north region, have embraced single stream recycling. 
 
Single-stream recycling is a system in which recyclables of all kinds (including plastics, 
paper, metal, and glass) are placed in a single bin by consumers. The recyclables are 
then collected and transported to a material recovery facility where they are sorted 
and processed.  
 
One of the most notable advantages of single-stream recycling is increased recycling 
rates. As individuals or consumers don’t have to do the sorting.  
 
The Beaver Island Waste Management Committee began exploring with Charlevoix 
County the pros and cons of adopting single stream recycling here on Beaver Island.  
Charlevoix and many other counties already do single stream. Currently our product 
is sorted, shipped and then combined again in Charlevoix only to be sorted again in 
single stream equipment.  
 
The Committee upon review and research has voted to recommend the township 
boards to move ahead with a plan for Single stream recycling.  
 
 
Costs- Estimates obtained from contractors 
 
Used bailer-                                                                  25,000 
Excavation-                                                                     2,500 
Sand fill-                                                                          1,300 
Poured wall/footing                                                    11,250 
Reinforced concrete flatwork-                                     5,700 
Tree/stump removal-                                                    2,500 
Rewire and ad new panel – upgrade to 80 amp-     9,000 
                                                                                       ______ 
 
                                                                         Total      57,250 
 
The Committee has worked with the Charlevoix County commissioners who agreed 
to cover the costs of Electrical and tree/stump removal saving us 11,500. The cost to 
implement it then reduced to 45,700. 
 



Cost benefit analysis-a decrease in Gaylord boxes, Banding would save the transfer 
station 3,000 yearly. A reduction in Labor costs are possible but cannot be projected 
at this time.  
 
 
Consideration to factor into a decision.  
 

- Items are already combined across 
- Would make recycling very easy for individuals and business 
- Charlevoix Commissioners are willing to help fund 
- Would reduce concern about hauling waste with the DNR as everything goes 

in 40 yard metal containers vs. Gaylord boxes.  
- We have two compactors if one suddenly goes in the middle of a busy summer 

season 
- Could be phased in over two years to reduce costs to townships 

 
 


